	  
Kirklees NEU District & Branch OGM Tuesday 5pm – 6.30 @ 
Briar Court Hotel HD3 3NT & Zoom (refreshments available from 4.30) 
MINUTES Tuesday 24th February 2026

	
	

	1.
	Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

	District
17
 

	Hazel Danson
Angela Chubb
Cormac Kelly (D)
Saleh Rahman
Duane Laverick
Louise Lewis
Tina Newsome 
Allison Whitely (D)
Gill Collins (D)
Charlie Rainbird 
	ONLINE
Claire Woffenden
Richard Woffenden
Rachel Gregg
Rukaya Allison
Rukhsana Maqsud
Richard Goodswen (D)
Gill Goodswen (D) 
Lucinda Pang

	Apologies
Paul Yates
Andrew White
Hassan Rezai
Helen Bellamy (NEC)

	2.
	Minutes of last meeting

	
	 Agreed as a correct record no matters arising 

	3.
	Guest Speakers / Discussion 

	
3a




3b






3c


3d
	
Support Staff Special Conference – The meeting had a good discussion about the motion and amendments that will be debated on 28th February. Areas of contention were highlighted so delegates could consider these ahead of the conference. 

Save Education Campaign and Indicative Ballot – Reps have been encouraged to hold workplace meetings ahead of the ballot opening. Teaching and support staff members will be balloted with different questions. Jono Walters (Industrial Organiser) has also had meetings and recruited new reps. Leaflets and stickers were available for reps to take. Feedback from Reps was that members were more focused on funding and the possible threat the 1265 rather than pay. It was also important that the funding aspect of the campaign needed to focus more on abolishing academies and CEO pay

Together Campaign– the meeting agreed that this needed to be kept as an agenda item in the run up to the local elections 

NEU/Rohingya Education Project Update – the meeting agreed to defer this item to a future agenda


	4.
	Matters for Decision (e.g., Conference motions, Nominations etc) 

	4a

4b 
	Annual Conference - Consider any amendments to the Conference Motions – No amendments were submitted 
Together Demonstration London Saturday March 28th – funding delegates The meeting agreed to ring fence £500 to support NEU members attending the demonstration. LL offered to co-ordinate information about coaches that can be circulated to members 

	5.
	General Motions (Must be submitted 10 days in advance of the meeting)

	
	None submitted 

	6.
	Funding Requests/Donations (Must be submitted 10 days in advance of the meeting)

	
	Unison National Mining Museum Strike Fund – The meeting agreed to donate a further £250

	7.
	Reports 

	
	a. District Secretary’s Report -  Deferred to next meeting 
b. Finance Report – The next Local Subs remittance has not yet been received. If necessary we may need to move some money from the savings account into the current account to cover annual conference costs. Donations to date Hurricane Mellisa £250, Spanish Civil War Memorial Huddersfield TUC £250, Rohingya Education Project £500, NMM Unison strike fund £250 
c. Membership Report – Membership has remained stable 
d. Executive Report – Covered under item 3
e. Other reports including Kirklees TUC –  
Cormac Kelly gave the following report The TUC gave encouragement and support to Kirklees Stand up to racism London demonstration earlier this year. Plans are under way to support the national TUC HeartUnion campaign to encourage people who aren't in unions to join. A stall will be held in Huddersfield town centre with leaflets etc. 
The TUC thanks Kirklees NEU for their kind donation towards the memorial plaque to commemorate local men who fought in the Spanish Civil War. 
Samuel Greenwood, secretary of Wakefield Unison emailed me the following about the strike at the National Coalmining Museum.
'It would be great to have Kirklees NEU members on the picket line to show solidarity. The pickets are taking place on Wednesday to Sunday from about 8-10 am (it is very weather dependent on when the picket finishes).

	8.
	Kirklees NEU Branch Business (Only Branch members can take part in any decisions)

	
	Branch Secretaries Report – Deferred to next meeting 
Branch Election Results. 
The following nominations were received and confirmed by Regional office 
Hazel Danson Branch Secretary 
Saleh Rahman & Richard Woffenden Joint Assistant Branch Secretaries 
Rachel Gregg Vice-Chair 
Richard Woffenden Health & Safety Officer 
No other nominations were received so the above were elected unopposed. 

	9. 
	AOB/ Future agenda items:

	
	Rohingya Education Project 

	Items of Information: Local District and Branch Elections 

	District Elections: The AGM will be held on Tuesday 14th May 2026. The AGM Notice and call for District nominations will be sent out no later than 14th March. District Nominations will close at 12pm on 16th April. Where elections are required, the elections will be run electronically, no paper ballots will be distributed, the Regional Office will act on behalf of the returning officer.  District Nominations close 16th April, District Ballot Opens no later than 24th April, District Ballot Closes 11th May.  Elections will be run electronically, no paper ballots will be distributed, the Regional Office will act on behalf of the returning officer.   Results will be declared at the AGM and post-holders take up office at the AGM
Branch Elections.  Elections must be held annually in the Spring Term. Branch Nominations will close at 12pm on 24th February 2026. Where elections are required, the elections will be run electronically, no paper ballots will be distributed, the Regional Office will act on behalf of the returning officer.  Branch Ballot Opens wk Commencing 2nd March, Closes before 27th March. Results will be declared at the AGM and post-holders take up office on 1st September 2026.

	National Events & Conferences – See website for more details – For Information

	AUTUMN TERM
	SPRING TERM
	SUMMER TERM 

	Reps’ conference 20-21 Manchester £0 
International 11 Oct  London £50 
Post-16 18 Oct London £50 
Treasurers 1 Nov Hamilton House
Support Staff  8 Nov TBC £75* 
Black Educators 15-16 Birmingham £100 
Independent 22 Nov HH  £50 
Health & Safety 26-28 Nov  Manchester   
	LGBT+ 7-8 Feb 2026 B’ham £100 
Leadership 7 March TBC £0 
Special Conference 28th February 2026 
Together Demonstration London Saturday March 28th
Annual Conference
30 March – 2 April Brighton
	DBS 3 12-13 May Leeds £0 
Disabled Members 23-24 B’ham £100 
Supply 27-28 June TBC £75 
NPYW 27-28 June  Leeds £100 
Retired 8 July London £50 

	Future meetings

	
AGM


OGM 
	
Thursday


Tuesday
	
14th May 26


30th June 26
	
5pm 
Healds Hall

5pm 
Briar Court 
	
AGM business, Branch & District Election results / Bargaining Workload





